THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
. The duel, also with pistols, took place at six a.m. on
September 2ist, and at the second discharge Canning
was wounded in his thigh.
"The ball entered about eight inches below the hip,
and, taking an outward direction, passed out again on
the left side of the hinder part of the thigh. The
wound, though a smart one, is, thank God, by no means
dangerous; and your cousin is doing as well as he
possibly can."1
Canning certainly took it all very coolly, for he was in bed
when his second, Charles Ellis, came to tell him he must
fight at six, whereupon he turned over and slept again
until five.2
Pitt was not the last British Prime Minister to fight a
duel while in office, for that distinction belongs to the
Duke of Wellington. In 1828 the Duke had presided at a
meeting for the foundation of King's College, London,
an institution which was to be wholly under the influence
of the Church of England, and which was intended as a
counterpoise to the recent and purely secular foundation
of London University. The Earl of Winchilsea soon
afterwards wrote a letter to the Standard describing the
whole affair "as a blind to the Protestant and High Church
party'5, and accusing the Prime Minister of insidious
designs for the introduction of Popery in every depart-
ment of the State. The Duke sent the then Sir Henry
Hardinge, who was Secretary at War, with a letter
couched in moderate language, but which demanded an
apology. Winchilsea refused this, but offered to express
his regret for having mistaken the motives of the Prime
1  Joseph Planta to Stratford Canning, quoted by Lane-Poole, S.: Life of the
Right Hon. Stratford Canning, Viscount Stratford de Redclife, Vol. I, p. 74.
2  cf. Petrie, Sir Charles: Life of George Canning, pp. 71-79.